2011-12 BSP#9 Group Time Discussion

L —Low, M — Medium, and H — High, indicate the difficulty of a question. Group leaders should select
questions that are challenging to their groups but not so difficult that their group members cannot answer.

(A) “He Opened to Us the Scriptures” - Questions for scriptural reading and discussion
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1. [H] The word “paradise” in 12:3 is paradeisos in Greek. The Greek version of
this word makes its first appearance in which book of the Old Testament and
what does it refer to? Read Ezek 36:35. What did God promise through
Ezekiel about this “paradise”? Paul was transported up into “Paradise” in his
mystical journey. Is the paradise a place your eyes can behold visually? What
do you think it is like? £ 12 2= 3 #ify “XK &> —HRE & JEcHy paradeisos -
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2. [M] Based on the information provided by Paul in 11:22, 3:1, 11:4, 2:17,
11:20, 10:13-18, and 10:2, 10; how do you describe the precise identity,
activities, and mission of the “false apostles” Paul referred to in 11:13?
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3. [L] What do you think was the “thorn” Paul referred to in 12:7?
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(B) “Did Not Our Hearts Burn?” — Discuss one of the questions below for meditation,
prayer, and application. (Suggested time: 15 minutes) “HRfIHY AR KEEIIE?  “ B
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1. Read 11:3-4. If a noted or popular preacher says something that sounds a little
different from what you have been taught, how do you determine whether to
believe it or not? How can you protect yourself from being “taken in” by
plausible opinions of theologians who disagree in some respect with the Church’s
teaching?

EBNAE 11 & 3-4 8 - BEAMRZRENMERATRTVEEELFRAZR - SUAAE
EAERIE? & MAfRER TR "BRE"REHH G E AR R B E
HE?

2. Reflect on Paul’s discourse on his personal sufferings in 12:7-10. Why do you
think God sometimes says No to your requests? Why is it that the experiences you
go through in dealing with many things in life are often not the experiences you
like? How content are you to accept the fact that Christ’s grace — and not the
answer you want — is enough for you? s5ERAEFEIGAE 12 2 7-10 it AR S R
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